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The feasibility of intraoperative imprint cytology
stained with hematoxylin-eosin in sentinel lymph node
biopsy for the mastectomy
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There are reports showing the clinical significance of sentinel lymph node biopsy (SNLB)
for the breast cancer especially in the decision-making of axillary lymph node dissection. In
this report, we tried to examine the feasibility of intraoperative imprint cytology stained
with hematoxylin-eosin comparing with the conventional frozen-section pathological exami-
nation. In the analysis of twenty-three cases of mastectomy, the imprint cytology showed
00% sensitivity, 95.8% specificity and 86.6% coincident-rate in comparison to the frozen-section
pathology. The imprint cytology seemed to be able to detect the micrometastatic cancer cells.
The present study demonstrated that the imprint cytology is feasible in the mastectomy and

may improve the accuracy of SNLB.




