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Current status of and problems in medical treatment
for newborn infants in our hospital

Susumu UKAEY, Nozomi ITOV, Miki KUNISHIGE", Yoshinobu HATA
1 )Department of Pediatrics, Sapporo Social Insurance General Hospital

Director of Sapporo Social Insurance General Hospital

We examined the current status of and problems in medical treatment for newborn in-
fants in our hospital by reviewing data for 480 newborn infants who received medical treat-
ment in our hospital during the period from October 1995 to January 2003. The proportion
of births in other hospitals was 21.5%, and 16.9% of the infants were transferred from our
hospital to tertiary medical institutions. The ratios of low-birth-weight infants and prema-
ture infants were 38.1% and 28.9%, respectively. Asphyxia with an Apgar score of less than

7 (at 1 minute after birth) occurred in 24.6% of the infants. The most frequently occur-
ring diseases were respiratory tract diseases such as respiratory distress syndrome and
meconium aspiration syndrome, and the second- and third-most frequently occurring dis-
eases were cardiac and infectious diseases, respectively. Tracheal intubation and surfactant
administration were performed in 9.5% and 6.7% of the infants, respectively. Since our hospi-
tal is not a tertiary medical institution, additional fees for management in the intensive care
unit cannot be charged, and this is a serious economic burden for our hospital. Treatment
for newborn infants in our hospital is currently being performed under the conditions of

limitations and insufficient staff of a general hospital.




