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Efforts to improve the quality of nursing records in our hospital
—Preparation of a manual for nursing records to accord
with the new system of disclosure of patients’ charts —

Hiromi MINAMIDE, Naoko KIMURA, Mitsuko MAGAK]I,
Junko OGAWA, Sumie ENDOH, Rie HIROTA, Tomoko KOUSYOU,
‘Miwako ARAKAWA, Fumio SANO

Department of Nursing, Sapporo Social Insurance General Hospital

The principle of informed consent is becoming increasingly important for patients in
Japan. A system of disclosure of patients’ charts was started in our hospital in November
1999. In order fo try to improve the quality of nursing records, a manual for nursing
records was made for nurses in our hospital, and the usefulness of this manual for improving
nursing records was tested. The use of this manual resulted in improvements in mechanical
inspections and records of patients’ courses, but there were no improvements in other items
of nursing records. It was realized that an overall improvement in nursing records could not
be achieved without an improvement in the quality of nursing itself. To resolve this underly-
ing problem, career development and improvement to the current system of guidance are

needed.




