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Trends in hypoactive delirium research in Japan
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This study searched for articles to understand the trends in hypoactive deliium research. In the literature
search, we used the keyword “hypoactive delirium” in the Ichushi Web database, and also the keywords
“hypoactive delirium” and “Japan” or “Japanese” in the PubMed database, and 32 articles were included in
the analysis. In recent years, the number of studies on hypoactive deliium has increased, and the importance
has been placed on examining delirium by subtype. These studies have reported the incidence and factors
of development of hypoactive delirium, the characteristics, diagnoses, and treatments of patients with
hypoactive delirium, the awareness of hypoactive delirium among healthcare professionals, nursing practices
for hypoactive delirium, and interprofessional collaboration. However, the studies related to diagnosis,
treatment, and interprofessional collaboration were conducted with small numbers of cases. This suggests
that the results of studies on hypoactive delirium have not yet been accumulated. Further, the incidence of
each subtype of delirium varied among studies, reporting the different subtypes with the highest incidence.
These findings suggest the need for further studies on hypoactive delirium by researchers in various fields
and improvements to the evidence base.
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