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Wide-area transportation of patients with advanced medical equipment
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Abstract
Although Hokkaido is a large island with several tertiary medical regions, medical facilities capable of providing
advanced intensive care are unevenly distributed in the Sapporo area. When treatment capacity in a region is
exceeded, transport to the Sapporo area is considered, but transport options for patients with large, non-
removable advanced medical equipment, such as extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO), are limited.
However, the introduction of the first ECMO car of Hokkaido in 2022 has expanded such options. Based on our
experience with transferring patients by ECMO car, here we report and discuss on transportation options from

our hospital to the Sapporo area.
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