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Report on the 66th Annual Tohoku/Hokkaido Regional Universities
Conference for General Education
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The 66th annual Tohoku/Hokkaido Regional Universities Conference for General Education took place this year on

August 25 and 26. Alternating each year between Tohoku and Hokkaido university campuses, the venue for this year's

conference was Hokkaido University of Education. The main theme for this year's conference was "Aiming for quality

assurance and a systematic approach to higher education."

1 Conference Day 1

Similar to past conferences, the first day commenced
with a keynote lecture, presented by Hokkaido University
of Education president Haruo Jaana. The focus of
this lecture was "The Establishment of Educational
Management" (BE %2 A 2k DT .

Following a break for lunch, the symposium was split
into three subcommittee sessions. Each meeting consisted
of anywhere from six to eight 30-minute presentations.
Conference participants were encouraged to choose one
of these sessions when registering for the conference
(Please see below (F 1) for a complete listing of the
presentations offered in these sessions.) The theme of
the session I attended focused primarily on the need for
greater internationalization amongst Japanese universities
and the manners in which the individual presenters'
universities were approaching this task. Included among
the six presentations were topics such as the efforts one
university was making to better educate its international
students about Japan, methods through which universities
could be more environmentally sound, the importance of
English and various methods in which student prowess
of such could be improved, and an introduction to one
university's Wild Animal Medical Center (%74 &h#[% 2%
5 —).

On the evening of the first day, many of the participants
met for dinner at the Chateraise Gateaux Kingdom resort

hotel. This afforded them the opportunity to discuss and
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exchange ideas concerning the topics of the day's events

in a more informal atmosphere.

2 Conference Day 2

The second day of the conference also got underway
with a keynote lecture, presented by Toshiyuki
Hosokawa, professor in Hokkaido University's Institute
for the Advancement of Higher Education. The title
of this address was "A Systematic Implementation of
Educational Institutional Research and Curriculum
Reform" (%% IR ORAEHFIEA &Y F 27 LkH).
This was followed by an announcement concerning next
year's venue (Tohoku University) and an introduction of

the organizing committee members.

3 Impressions

This was my first time attending this conference and
I found a number of the presentations interesting and
thought-provoking. As noted previously, the presentations
I attended during the afternoon sessions of the first day
mostly focused on the importance of internationalization
in the Japanese universities. [ certainly agree that this
is a worthy goal to strive for but at times felt there
was somewhat of an over emphasis on the importance
of mastery of English. It appeared as if improvement
in students' English skills was being equated with
internationalization. To their credit, the presenters
skillfully presented their ideas and I agreed with most of

what was said throughout. Moreover, being an English
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instructor myself, I of course also believe it important
that students become more skilled in conversing and
communicating in English, be it through oral or written
means. Nevertheless, "English ability" should not be
mistaken for "internationalization." True international
understanding of course extends far beyond prowess in
one certain language.

Additionally, although again it is important to
emphasize that the presentations I attended were
of great value, I was slightly disappointed with the
manner in which the afternoon sessions on the first day
were organized. When registering for the conference,
participants were asked to choose which one of the three
subcommittee sessions they would prefer to attend. The
expectation appeared to be that upon making this choice,
participants would attend only the presentations in the
session they chose. | think this was a lost opportunity to
introduce participants to a greater variety of presentation
ideas and believe that it would be of value if future
conferences could offer more leeway. Although I was
mostly drawn to the session on internationalization, there
were on the other hand presentations in the other two
sessions that also appeared of considerable interest and |
would have appreciated the opportunity to attend them.
Toward that end, I believe more flexibility would make
for an even more successful conference and would be
greatly appreciated.

Those points aside, the conference and the organization
itself provide a great service to higher academia in Japan.
It champions the value of liberal arts education, which is
of great importance especially now, during a precarious
time in which Japanese universities are seemingly being
encouraged to downgrade their liberal arts programs
considerably. Medical universities in Japan are no
exception to this disturbing trend, so it is gratifying that
conferences such as this continue to be held, indicating
that there are still many in Japanese academia that
understand the importance of liberal arts education and
how it can shape university students, including those in

medical universities.
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. Obihiro University getting "GREENER": transforming universities into sustainable campuses
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