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Evaluation and problem of curriculum by current students in graduate midwifery course

Naomi MAEDA, Hitomi UEKI, Sakiko NAKAMURA, Tamae OGITA, Yoshiko HAYASH,|,
Noriko SHIRAI, Yoshika KUNO, Keiko MASAOKA, Terumi OHINATA

Department of Nursing, School of Health Sciences, Sapporo Medical University

A web survey using an anonymous guestionnaire and focus group interviews was administered to current
graduate midwifery students at Sapporo Medical University. The survey was conducted to study the
adequacy of the curricuum and assess the extent to which the students had been able to achieve their
educational goals.

Results of the questionnaire showed that 80% of the students responded “satisfactory” regarding the
quality of educational content relating to normal pregnancy, and neonatal care in the curriculum. In contrast,
the educational content for which 20% or more students responded that the quality was “unsatisfactory”
included high-risk cases of pregnancy, puerperal care, and neonatal care as well as early childhood and
parental care, etc. An analysis of the interview results identified five areas that need improvement, of which
two are: (1) “Better training on judgment and care, depending on how labor is progressing ” and (2) “Better
on-campus training to handle cases of pregnant women and newborns requiring medical intervention.”

The results indicate that there is a need to improve the educational content to equip students with better
judgment and response skills during medical intervention and perinatal abnormalities, to improve on-campus
training that will equip students for clinical situations, and to develop an environment that fosters learning and
allows students to experience self-growth.
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