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Opioid switching with transient use of ketamine improved the intractable
postoperative pain due to pathological femur fracture in a breast cancer patient:
a case report

Koji Oda, Yukiko Goda

Department of Palliative Care, Sapporo City General Hospital

Summary

A 66-year-old female with breast cancer, who had undergone osteosynthesis for
left femur pathological fracture, was suffering from pain of the affected area in
spite of transdermal fentanyl patch and morphine rescue doses that amounted
approximately to 1,080mg/day in terms of oral morphine. She couldn’t lie in the

supine position and her sleep had been disturbed by the severe pain for a year

and a half after the operation. Therefore, we switched prescription of fentanyl
patch to that of oral oxycodone and we concomitantly used ketamine by means
of continuous subcutaneous injection. After that, she was relieved from her in-
tractable pain with a few rescue doses and then the ketamine use was tapered
off. Finally, her daily consumption of opioid decreased to approximately
450mg/day in terms of oral morphine. Opioid switching and transient administra-
tion of ketamine was considered to be effective for that intractable pain caused
by releasing the opioid tolerance.

Keywords: opioid switching, ketamine, opioid tolerance
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