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Abstract

Tissue distribution of sialyl Lewis X (SLEX)

lymphocytes was studied by immunohistochemistry and flow cytometry. SLEX was expressed in

in the lymphoid tissues and peripheral blood

the subpopulation of T cells and natural killer cells of peripheral blood and histiocytes of
paracortical areas of lymph nodes. In the dermatopathic lymphadenopathy, some S100+dendritic
cells of the paracortical area were positive for SLEX. A subpopulation of CDla-positiveepidermal
dendritic cells expressed SLEX. These results showed that SLEX was ex-pressed in a
subpopulation of Langerhans cells, which are antigen-presenting cells to T-cells. The migration of
Langerhans cells from skin to lymph nodes is thought to be performed via the interaction of SLEX
of Langerhans cells and E-selectin of the endothelial cells.

Key words : Sialyl Lewis X, Langerhans cells, Dendritic cells, CD1 antigen




