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Wives' perception of husbands suffering Alzheimer-type dementia

Noriko HIRANO, Kinko KATO, Kazuko SAEKI, Hisako IZUMI
Department of Nursing, School of Health Sciences, Sapporo Medical University

Abstract

It is important to study about the home care of elderly people with Alzheimer-type dementia from

various sides. This study examined elderly caregiver wives' perception of husbands with Alzheimer-
type dementia in order to gain some understanding of the thinking of people who care for elderly
Alzheimer's patients.
The participants in this study were four wives who currently care for their husbands at home. All
the four wives and their husbands are seventy-five years old or less. The participants were
interviewed using a semi-structured questionnaire at their home. All interviews were transcribed,
and the data was analyzed using a qualitative method. Fifteen themes emerged from the interviews.
These themes divided into two distinct perceptions of their husbands: as someone that makes the
wives feel mental pain, and as someone with whom they want to continue living. In the former
perception, the wives are thinking of their husband as patients, and in the latter as partners.
Furthermore, the wives' recognition of their husbands as patients or partners depends on the
strength of those perceptions. In the latter case, because the wives think of their husbands as
partners rather than as patients, it enables them to continue to provide their husbands with a stable
life.
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