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New approach for the group learning discussion in Health Sciences III

- Focus on the thought experiments in ethics and analysis of students’ reports -
Keiko YAMADA'', Masami HORIGUCHI®' , Mariko NAKAMURA®' , Keigo TANIGUCHI*', Akiko KATAOKA?'

Yoko KATAKURA®' | Takao ISHII®' , Hisako IZUMI? | Terumi OOHINATA?' |, Hidekatsu TAKEDA*' , Ryuichi DENNQ®'
Norio MATSUSHIMA' | Masako MOMMA? | Yoko YASUKAWA?' |, Toshihiko HATATE'" , Michio IMAI"’

.‘; Department of Liberal Arts and Science, Center for Medical Education, Sapporo Medical University
“' Department of Nursing, School of Health Science, Sapporo Medical University

3; Department of Occupational Therapy, School of Health Science, Sapporo Medical University

' Department of Physical Therapy, School of Health Science, Sapporo Medical University

' Department of Admissions, Center for Medical Education, Sapporo Medical University

Health Sciences Ill is a required subject for all third year students in the School of Health Sciences. The goal of this
subject is to understand the morality in the health and medical fields such as ethical concerns, disclosure and
accountability, and to develop their ability to explain their opinions about such problems. In 2009, the group
discussed the NHK Documentary Special, “Triage-choosing whose life to save.” Before group work, students wrote
their impressions of viewing the program and we conducted a thought experiment in ethics such as the Trolley problem
and Plank of Carneades as a new approach. Students were divided into 8 groups of moderators, afflicted people, family
of the victim, doctors, nurses, hospital staff/ambulance workers/ emergency medical technicians, volunteers/ordinary
citizens, and national and local governments. Two types of group work were performed: one was role learning (A) for
each other and the other was with the nine roles mixed (B) . Group discussion was performed in the order of A, B and
A. Analysis of a questionnaire about the thought experiments on ethics and reports written by students showed that the
adoption of group work B was effective to help them develop a broader point of view and for understanding each other.

Keywaords @ Group work, Health sciences 111, Study method for health sciences, Ethics education

Bull. Sch. HIth. Sci. Sapporo Med. Univ. 12:17-26 (2010)
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