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Abstract: The authors applied “photovoice,” a community-based qualitative methodology, to an activity aimed at
promoting students’ understanding of health occupations in the first-year experience of the community internship
program for medical and health sciences students at Sapporo Medical University (SMU) , called “the residential
community internship program.” In this seminar, photovoice was defined as a fieldwork method aiming at a deep
understanding and improvement of the community through photographic representation. The students used the
photovoice method to explore the duties of medical doctors, nurses, physical and occupational therapists and midwives
at the university-affiliated hospital. We found that the use of the photovoice method in the community internship
program provided (1) actual experience of health care, (2) a visually-aided thinking process that cultivates the
potential to develop a new ideas on community health, and (3) the development of competency to think about health
and medicine from the perspectives of the persons who are actually engaged in community health services.
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