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The international collaboration between Sapporo Medical University and the
Faculty of Health and Social Sciences, Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Masako YAMAGUCHI", Sadako TS UBOTA?, Masaki KATAYOSE®, Kimiharu INUI®

" Department of Nursing, School of Health Sciences, Sapporo Medical University
' Department of Occupational Therapy, School of Health Sciences, Sapporo Medical University
¥ Department of Physical Therapy, School of Health Sciences, Sapporo Medical University

Sapporo Medical University and the Faculty of Health and Social Sciences of the Hong Kong
Polytechnic University are scheduled to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (hereafter MOU) to
foster international collaboration and exchange of expertise in research education. The project for
academic staff exchange and sharing of expertise will be commenced with the initiation of this MOU.
This report summarizes the process of the transition to the MOU and provides an outline of the in-
spection visit to the Department of Rehabilitation Sciences of the Polytechnic University by the tran-
sition team on January 11, 2010.
The main discussion topics of both parties at the Polytechnic University included the exchange of
academic staff and collaboration in research projects to share expertise, a student exchange pro-
gram, utilization of video conferences for communication between the two universities, and the open-
ing of an international conference for researchers who participate in rehabilitation medical care in the
Asia-Pacific region and so on.

The exchange program to study abroad for domestic students of other universities in Japan is also
introduced. Finally, a personal opinion about the entry strategy for medical tourism as a future con-
cept is also discussed.

Key words : Faculty of Health and Social Sciences
international collaboration,
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences,
Hong Kong Polytechnic University,
Sapporo Medical University
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