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Fact-Finding Survey for Career Development of Nursing Undergraduates:
Their Knowledge of and Interest in Certified Nurse, Certified Nurse Specialist, Master's and PhD
Courses in Nursing, Important Factors in Deciding Career Path and Source of Information
Yukiko TAGUCHI”, Masako MOMMA?, Yuriko MINAGAWA?®, Naoki KANDA®, Natsuko NAKAI?, Mizue SHIROMARU?

Y Nurse Stations of Emergency and Critical Care Medical Center, Sapporo Medical University Hospital
2 Nursing Department, School of Health Sciences, Sapporo Medical University

® Hokkaido medical center for child health and rehabilitation

4 Nurse Stations of Intensive Care Unit, Sapporo Medical University Hospital

A survey was undertaken to investigate the nursing students' knowledge of an interest in professional
qualifications (certified nurse and certified nurse specialist) and academic qualifications (Master's and
PhD in nursing), with a view to using the outcome as information for preparing a career development
support program in basic nursing education. 73 nursing undergraduates were asked about their inter-
est in the said qualifications; what would be important in choosing a career path; and how they
would obtain necessary information. Half of the subjects knew roles of certified nurses and certified
nurse specialists, with 60-70% showing an interest. Only 10% knew the roles of and had an interest
in the Master's and PhD courses. They thought information was an important factor and internet
was their source of information. Having been established for 15 years, the certified nurse and cer-
tified nurse specialist qualifications are now widely known. The authors suggest that this, coupled
with their training to become practitioners, makes the undergraduates more interested in professional
qualifications. However, the undergraduates should be made aware of various career paths, both
practical and academic, and career development support should start early in the first year of the
undergraduate basic nursing education program.

Key words : Nursing undergraduates, career development support, certified nurse, certified nurse spe-
cialist, Master's and PhD courses in nursing
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