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Effectiveness of Reflective Learning in Practical Training in Pediatric Nursing:
Application of Significant Event Analysis
Hisae TABATA", Miki KONNO", Tsuyoshi ASARI"”, Michiko EBINA?

Y School of Health Sciences, Sapporo Medical University
2 Okinawa prefectural College of Nursing

The authors' team has been using the significant event analysis (SEA) method since 2010 to encour-
age reflective learning by nursing students. This study was carried out to investigate how this
method enhanced the students' learning by qualitatively analyzing their reflection about events they
considered as significant. Each of the 42 nursing undergraduates who consented to participating in
the study was asked to describe a significant event experienced during practical training in pediatric
nursing; analyze the event; and identify issues with implications for future improvement, on the SEA
form. The types of events most often identified as significant were “giving information and/or in-
structions to children” and “doing something to make nursing care disliked by children less distress
ful”, followed by “communication with children”, “dealing with feelings and emotions of children”,
“dealing with family members”, and “care appropriate to the child's condition”. 20 students found
their events positive while 22 found negative. All of the subjects successfully applied their reflective
learning to planning a course of action taking circumstances of individual children into account for
when a similar event should recur. Teaching staff has an important role of facilitating the reflection
process so that it remains constructive and does not become too critical.

Key words : Practical training in pediatric nursing, nursing students, reflection, significant event ana-
lysis (SEA), learning
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