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Fact-finding Survey on Career Development of Critical Care Nurses:
Their Awareness of Higher Professional and Academic Qualifications,
Concerns for Pursuing Higher Qualification and Source of Information

Yuriko MINAGAWA", Naoki KANDA?, Masako MOMMA?,
Natsuko NAKAI®, Yukiko TAGUCHI®, Mizue SHIROMARU®

" Hokkaido Medical Center for Child Health and Rehabilitation

2 Nurse Stations of Intensive Care Unit, Sapporo Medical University Hospital

8 Nursing Department, School of Health Sciences, Sapporo Medical University

“ Emergency and Critical Care Medical Center, Sapporo Medical University Hospital

495 clinical nurses working in the critical care areas of one of the 47 prefectures in Japan were
asked to answer (1) whether they were aware of higher professional/academic qualifications such as
certified nurse specialist (CNS), nurse specialist (NS), and Master's and PhD programs, (2) what is-
sues they were concerned with most if they wanted to study for a higher qualification and (3) how
they obtained information about the qualifications/courses. 60% were aware of the role of CNS, and
40% showed interest. The recognition level of SN, Master's and PhD was lower. The respondents
cited financial resources and work's understanding of their request for days-off for schooling as the
issues that would affect their inclination for further study. They obtained information mainly from
colleagues having these qualifications and the internet. CNS was the most widely known qualification
and attracted the highest interest because, the authors suggest, there are more CNS than NS, or
Master's/PhD holders in the prefecture. The survey results highlighted the need for raising the
awareness of higher qualifications, and the importance of supportive and encouraging initiatives such
as financial support, guaranteed days-off for schooling and the provision of useful information.

Key words : Critical care nursing, Career development support, Certified nurse specialist, Nurse spe-
cialist, Master's/PhD
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