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Visit to the University of Alberta: Lessons Leant from Participation in
Tutorials for Undergraduate and Postgraduate Nursing Students
Miki KONNO, Jun'ichi YOSHINO

Department of Nursing, School of Health Sciences, Sapporo Medical University

The authors made a fact-finding tour to the Faculty of Nursing of the University of Alberta (UA),
Canada, in September 2013. During the visit not only did they have meetings with the lecturers and
researchers there but also were invited to a tutorial for undergraduates on the topic of continuous
intravenous drip and another tutorial on the philosophy of education for master's students. The tuto-
rials were conducted in a relaxed atmosphere, with lecturers asking questions where appropriate to
ensure that the students fully understood the subject. Postgraduate students were encouraged to
analyze the thought paradigm underlining one's discussions. At the heart of the UA's approach to
faculty development was cooperation between the teaching staff and other people concerned ; they
worked together in various initiatives to maintain the quality of education. It was a rewarding visit
and a lot of lessons were learnt that could be applied to undergraduate and postgraduate programs,
as well as faculty development initiatives, of the Department of Nursing of Sapporo Medical
University.
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&1 UA Master of Nursing Program Areas of Focus
Core Courses NURS 502 Nature of Nursing Knowledge
NURS 503 Research Foundations
NURS 504 Statistics in Nursing Research
NURS 505 Transforming Practice
NURS 506 Program Planning
1T or NURS 508 Health Technology and Innovation
Remaining courses Teaching NURS 546 Philosophy of Teaching
to be selected from NURS 556 Teaching in Nursing Practice
the following focus NURS 586 Teaching Practicum
areas in consultation | Research INT D 540
with supervisor: Principles of Qualitative Inquiry
NURS 683 Design Problems in Nursing Research
NURS 588 Research Practicum
Leadership NURS 554 Nursing Leadership in Healthcare or PHS 581 Basics of
Leadership
NURS 584 Advanced Theory and Practicum in Community/Healthcare
organizations
Community NURS 514 Community and Organization Assessment
offered alternate NURS 574 Health Practice in Communities and Organizations
years (2013/14; NURS 508 Health Technology and Innovation
16/17 etc). NURS 584 Advanced Theory and Practicum in Community/Healthcare
organizations

Certificates on Transcript

Teaching: if all three teaching courses are taken

Aging: with NURS/HECOL 604 Fundamentals of
Aging added to program T.

Electives

Electives may be selected from NURS

courses or other areas/faculties in consultation with the supervisor

NURS 560 Canadian Nursing in Context/Assessment:elective highly
recommended for internationalstudents who are seeking CARNA regis—

tration

Course based: total of 11 courses of graduate course work + NURS 900 capping exercise.

Thesis based: total of 10 courses of graduate course work + thesis.

T NURS/HECOL 604 replaces NURS 506 as a core course in the Aging specialization. NURS 506 may be taken as an

elective.
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