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Trends of research on home-based end-of-life care for non-cancer patients
in Japan and overseas
Madoka YOKOYAMA, lzumi UEDA

Department of Nursing, School of Health Sciences, Sapporo Medical University

Purpose : To evaluate domestic and international research articles in order to understand trends in re-
search conducted on home-based end-of-life care of non-cancer patients.

Data sources : Domestic research articles were searched on Ichushi- Web, and international research
articles were searched on PubMed, CINAL, and Web of Science during the period of 2004-2014.
Methods : Domestic and international research articles were searched using the keywords “home AND
non-cancer AND (end-of-life care OR palliative care).” In total, 38 research articles were selected for
the research review. Of the 38 research articles, only fourteen domestic and international research
articles were reviewed.

Results : It was found that both types of research articles had been published since 2007 at a rate of
one or two articles per year. Both domestic and international research articles on non-cancer and
cancer patients reviewed patient records and data such as those on the attending physician, the vis-
iting nurse, and the patients’ family. These data were compared and the differences in characteristics
were clarified. Currently, we are at the stage of understanding the actual situation of non-cancer pa-
tients; further research is warranted.

Conclusions : It was demonstrated that research focusing on home-based end-of-life care of non-cancer
patients was required for the future.

Key words : non-cancer patients, home-based care, end-of-life care, research trend
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