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Benefits of Cross-Divisional Training for New Graduate Nurses in their Learning

Rie SUZUKIV, Erika SHUDO”, Naoko HAMADA", Keiko KAJIKAWA", Junko SASAKI®,
Keiko MASAOKA®, Terumi OOHINATA®, Naomi HAGIWARA®

Y Center for Nursing Career Support, Sapporo Medical University Hospital

2 Department of Nursing, School of Health Sciences, Sapporo Medical University

® Division of Medical Safety & Risk Management, Sapporo Medical University Hospital
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® Division of Nursing, Sapporo Medical University Hospital

At Sapporo Medical University Hospital, the training program for newly qualified graduate nurses and
midwives (up to 12 months post-qualification) includes visits to hospital's central functions to enhance
their understanding of multi-disciplinary team medicine. They visit, accompanied by the host division's
staff, two out of six selected divisions (Hospital Pharmacy, Radiology & Nuclear Medicine, Laboratory
Diagnosis, Line & Appliance Supply, SPD Center, and Rehabilitation Medicine). This study was under-
taken to investigate how newly qualified graduate nurses benefitted from this scheme in their learning.
Using feedbacks submitted by the subjects upon completion of the training course, descriptions about
learning from their visits were extracted and analyzed. Seven learnings were identified; "understanding
the roles and functions of other disciplines”, "appreciating care and considerations shown to other disci-
plines", "recognizing the importance of working together"”, "realizing how multi-disciplinary team medicine
works", "introducing the hospital management perspective to one's work", "learning which would help im-
prove the quality of one's nursing practice”, and "recognizing the role and responsibilities of nursing”.
These results suggest that the new graduate nurses gained insight into the roles of other disciplines, the
need of the multi-disciplinary team medicine cooperation, and the role of nursing in the multi-disciplinary
team medicine from cross-divisional training.
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