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Evaluation of the Open Seminar for Nursing Students on the Subject of Certified
Nurse and Certified Nurse Specialist Qualifications

Natsuko MAKINO” , Masako MOMMA?,  Hiromi UCHIDA?, Naoki KANDA?,
Yukiko TAGUCHI®, Junpei HARUNA?, Yuriko MINAGAWA?®, Mizue SHROMARU"
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2 Department of Nursing, Faculty of Health Sciences, Japan Health Care College

¥ Sapporo Medical University Hospital
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Nursing

® Hokkaido medical center for child health and rehabilitation

Between 2013 and 2015 (both fiscal years), the authors’ team organized an annual open seminar “The work
of certified nurses (CN) and certified nurse specialists (CNS): certification process and practice” to help
nursing students consider their career path, and 42 students in total attended. The purpose of this paper
is to evaluate this seminar from feedback given by the attendants on a questionnaire survey which asked,
among other things, the reason for attending the seminar and how their perception of CN/CNS changed.
Quantitative data was analyzed using descriptive statistics and answers to open ended questions were
categorized by analogy. Among 39 valid responses, the most popular reason for attending was “to learn
how to qualify as CN/CNS”. Over 80% said they had gained an understanding of, and became interested in,
these qualifications. Categories extracted from free description included “insight into the difference between
CN and CNS, qualification requirements and actual work” and “valuable opportunity to listen to the stories of
CN and CNS”. These results suggest that the seminar was an excellent career development support tool,
in that it provided nursing students with a rare opportunity to interact with practicing CN/CNS and improved
their understanding of the qualifications.
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