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Introduction

Committee of Prevention of KHF Epidemics

Since 1976, a nephropathic, hemorrhagic, febrile disease caused by viruses has been spreading
among the staffs working in laboratories of animal experiments in various institutions in Japan.
This disease has been identified as the epidemic hemorrhagic fever, the same disease that was
observed among soldiers in Japanese military forces in the area of Northern Manchuria about several
decades ago and also among personnel in the forces of the United Nations stationed in Korea, main-
ly in the area near the 38" parallel about thirty years ago. In Korea, it was designated as Korean
Hemorrhagic Fever (KHF) and has been studied by a group under the direction of Dr. Ho Wang
Lee of the Korea University Medical College, who succeeded in isolating the causative virus of this
disease.

The first epidemic of this disease in Japan occurred in an urban district of Osaka City in 1960.
The epidemic, however, ceased after a short period of time with about 60 cases being recorded.
Thereafter no appearance of this disease was observed again in Japan until 1975.

Cases in Japan since 1976 have occurred characteristically in laboratories in which animals,
especially rats, have been used for experiments. The Ministry of Education of Japan, therefore, gave
special consideration to this matter and made efforts to promote research into this disease by cre-
ating the committee, entitled the Research Group of KHF and Other Zoonotic Diseases. Since the
number of cases of this desease has gradually diminished with only 2 cases having been reported
throughout Japan in 1980. Therefore, the epidemic was appeared to have been suppressed.

Thereafter, however, at the beginning of January, 1981, one of the animal care-takers in
Animal Experiment Center in our medical college was hospitalized with a possible diagnosis of
KHF. Clinical findings and a serological examination for anti-KHF virus antibody confirmed the
diagnosis of KHF. The clinical findings in our patient were much more serious than those of cases
which had been reported from other institutions, and the patient succumbed after the course of 56
days’ hospitalization in spite of the strenous efforts by the staffs of College Hospital.
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