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How can we educate medical students who contribute to community medicine as a general practitioner?
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ABSTRACT
Medical students' motivation and their self-image as future physicians change during their undergraduate
medical education. Establishing sound community medicine and general medicine curriculum in undergraduate
medical education is imperative to foster general physicians who engage in community in Hokkaido. Community
medicine clerkship is said to be the important element of current undergraduate medical education for cultivating the
community orientation of medical students. However, there are few studies that demonstrate what medical students
have actually learned from their community medicine clerkship. We need to conduct a study that reveals what medical
students have learned from their community medicine clerkship experience. And, we need to revise the curriculum by
considering the study results. We are now creating a new community medicine clerkship curriculum that cultivates
community responsiveness and narrative competence of medical students.
(Accepted December 27, 2008)
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