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Current state of anticancer drug preparation by the Department of

Pharmacy after we started operating the Outpatient Chemotherapy Center

Tomoyuki Sato, Kaoru Otani, Yusuke Futaki, Asuka Yamamoto, Tamami Nishio,
Akira Ueda, Yoshimitsu Yuhki, Yukari Kawamoto, Yoshikazu Goto

Department of Pharmacy, Sapporo City General Hospital

Summary

So far, preparation of anticancer drugs by pharmacists in outpatient chemo-
therapy had been limited to some patients and the Formulation Unit of
Pharmacy was taking part in that role. In the wake of operation of the
Outpatient Chemotherapy Center, we expanded the target patients on November
12, 2012. Two pharmacists started preparing anticancer drugs in the Safety
Cabinet in the Mixing Room adjoining the Outpatient Chemotherapy Room.

Initially, the following five Departments were performing outpatient chemother-
apy in the Outpatient Chemotherapy Center; Gastroenterology, Respiratory
Medicine, Hemotology, Trauma, Arthritis Medicine and Immunology. The
Urology Department joined in December 2012, while the Plastic Surgery
Department followed in January 2013 and the Department of Obstetrics,
Gynecology and Radiology started from July 2013.

This time, we investigated the trends in the use of chemotherapy in outpatient
from November 12,2012 to May 31,2013. During this period, the total number of
patients showed an increase. In terms of clinics, patients from the Hematology
Department showed the greatest increase. Patients numbers from other depart-
ments were almost unchanged. It became clear that the discontinuation rate of
chemotherapy as outpatients were higher compared to inpatients. The most com-
mon of these abortion was thrombocytopenia and leucopenia due to bone narrow
suppression from using anticancer drugs. The will of the patient was also con-
sidered to be a factor along with the existence of personal reasons.

In future, it seems that more clinical departments will start performing outpa-
tient chemotherapy in the Outpatient Chemotherapy Center. It is expected that
the number of patients will increase further.

Keywords : Outpatient Chemotherapy Center, anticancer drug, Mixing Room
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