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Allergic contact dermatitis caused by epoxy resin compounds

Mika Watanabe, Satoko Shimizu, Daisuke Inokuma, Kikuo Tsuchiya

Department of Dermatology, Sapporo City General Hospital

Summary

We present a case of occupational allergic contact dermatitis caused by epoxy
resin compounds. A 63-year-old man presented with a 3-year history of pruritic
eruptions over his whole body. He has worked as a painter in a waterproof
coating factory for 5 years. His eruptions were once diminished with the use of
topical steroids and antihistamine agents during a 2 week admission in
hospital. However, the eruptions relapsed after he used epoxy resins at his job.
The patch testing demonstrated positive reactions to diglycidyl ether bisphenol A
(DGEBA) and amine hardener. Epoxy resins are known as a causative agent of
occupational allergic dermatitis, and can also induce unexplained systemic
refractory eruptions. It is therefore important to obtain a careful history.

Keywords : contact allergy, occupational




