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The medical science and clinical practice concerning cancer genomic medicine and new drug development has been
rapidly developing. Concurrently, ethics committees or institutional review boards play important roles to ensure the
rights of patients/research subjects and the quality of both clinical practice and medical research. Ethics committees
and institutional review boards must include at least one layperson. However, reviewing the advanced medical protocol
appropriately can be a challenging task for these members. In order to resolve this issue, it is important to have fruitful
informal discussions between those involved in academia, patients and the committee/review board laypersons. The
Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) has been introduced in Japan as a means to facilitate such discussion. This study
will review the present state of cancer genomic medicine and new drug development, and consider methods of ethical
review, including the manner in which patients and layperson committee/review board members are involved.
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